
  

As winter approaches, most homes will be dusting off and dragging out the heating systems and snuggling up in 
their winter woollies! While this creates a lovely image, it can be a nightmare for property managers and landlords, 
as well as the fire department. We all know that smoke alarms save lives, and it is recommended by the fire  
department that all residents should regularly check their alarms. 
 
¶ Every month - Smoke alarms should be tested every month to ensure that the battery and the alarm sound-

er are working. 
 
¶ Every six months - Your smoke alarm should be cleaned with a vacuum cleaner that is set to a low setting. 

This will remove any particles that will hinder smoke alarm performance. If you are using a 9V lead battery 
you should consider changing it twice a year. 

 
¶ Once a year - If your smoke alarm has a removable alkaline battery, you should replace the battery once a 

year. If your smoke alarm uses a lithium battery, it will not need replacing annually as the battery is built in 
the alarm and the entire unit will need replacing every ten years.  

Itôs that time of the year again! As winter approaches, it is important to check 
your heating units, and report any problems or faults to your property  

manager. 
 

Also a reminder for tenants to check gutters. As the rain starts to fall leaf matter can begin to 
build up and become a problem.  
To prevent overflows and leaks, we suggest to all of our tenants to pay close attention to gutters. If you think your 
gutters require attention, simply send your property manager an emaill, and they would be more than happy to 
arrange it for you! 
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